The new
Plastic Bag Reduction Bylaw
started on:

March 1, 2014

The following contains
Information on acceptable bags,
exempt bags and the
Town’s Bylaw.

If you have questions regarding the new
bylaw, please contact:
Mark Pruhenski, GB Health Agent at
413-528-0680.



Chapter 211

SECTION 1

SECTION 2

SECTION 3

PLASTIC BAG REDUCTION
(Adopted ATM 2013)

Purpose and Intent

The production and use of thin-film single-use plastic checkout bags have
significant impacts on the environment, including, but not limited to: contributing
to the potential death of marine animals through ingestion and entanglement;
contributing to pollution of the land environment; creating a burden to solid waste
collection and recycling facilities; clogging storm drainage systems; and requiring
the use of millions of barrels of crude oil nationally for their manufacture.

The purpose of this Bylaw is to eliminate the usage of thin-film single-use plastic

bags by all retail establishments in the Town of Great Barrington.

Definitions

2.1 “Thin-film single-use plastic bags”, typically with plastic handles, are
bags with a thickness of 2.5 mils or less and are intended for single-use
transport of purchased products.

2.2 “ASTM standard” a testing standard developed by the American Society
for Testing and Materials.

2.3 “Biodegradable bag” means a bag that: 1) contains no polymers derived
from fossil fuels; and 2) is intended for single use and will decompose in a
natural setting at a rate comparable to other biodegradable materials such
as paper, leaves, and food waste.

2.4  “Reusable bag” means a bag, with handles, that is specifically designed

for multiple use and is made of thick plastic, cloth, fabric or other durable
materials.

Use Regulations

3.1 Thin-film single-use plastic bags shall not be distributed, used, or sold for
checkout or other purposes at any retail establishment within the Town of
Great Barrington.



SECTION 4

SECTION 5

3.2

3.3

Customers are encouraged to bring their own reusable or biodegradable
shopping bags to stores. Retail establishments may provide reusable or
recyclable thick plastic, paper, fabric or other types of bags at no charge,
or charge a fee for paper or other bags, as they so desire. Retail
establishments are strongly encouraged to make reusable bags available
for sale to customers at a reasonable price.

Thin-film plastic bags used to contain dry cleaning, newspapers, produce,
meat, bulk foods, wet items and other similar merchandise, typically
without handles, are still permissible.

Administration and Enforcement

4.1

4.2

4.3

The Board of Selectmen shall establish an application process and make
determinations as to the classification of new single-use bag products, as
they come on the market, to determine if they are compostable or
biodegradable and meet, or exceed, ASTM D6400 for compostable plastic.

The Police Department will be responsible to enforce this by-law through
the issuance of a violation notice. A violation notice may be reissued for
each day that the activity persists until the violation is corrected.

For each day the violation is in effect, the following penalties shall apply:
1) $50 per day for each day the violation persists; 2) $100 per day for each
day that a new violation occurs after the first violation; 3) $200 per day
for each day of any future violations that occur after the second violation.

Effective Date

5.1

This By-law shall go into effect as of July 1, 2013 or such later date upon
which it is approved by the Attorney General.



Examples of Reusable Bags

Non-Woven Polypropylene Non-Woven Polypropylene Canvas

Non-Woven Polypropylene Fabric

Recyclable Thick Plastic Paper Bag


http://www.google.com/imgres?q=pictures+of+reusable+bags&biw=1280&bih=547&tbm=isch&tbnid=fMf2JF8EbZS5cM:&imgrefurl=http://share2aware.com/archives/6148&docid=zqCBp02d_uX9fM&imgurl=http://share2aware.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/bag.jpg&w=283&h=424&ei=qDHxUa-jJ4Le8ATKl4GYDw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:62,s:0,i:273&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=195&tbnw=141&start=47&ndsp=19&tx=65&ty=115
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pictures of reusable bags&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=pUoynLdlUgdztM&tbnid=LSzpLsX-r_ivBM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.bookjingle.com/blog/green-planet/reusable-bags-101/&ei=DDfxUfnrLIHa9QTlhIHABg&psig=AFQjCNG0nAMTvZZ9zHXW1Q99h5dCG0URKA&ust=1374847785255744
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pictures of reusable bags&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=wnzDAAhgauVi-M&tbnid=jLSsz64SmMMXqM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.planetearthbag.com/the-green-grocery-bag-is-the-now-the-standard/&ei=cDjxUaDHA4bq8gT7oYHACw&psig=AFQjCNG0nAMTvZZ9zHXW1Q99h5dCG0URKA&ust=1374847785255744
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=pictures of reusable cloth bags&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=MEo9SlePLmV16M&tbnid=I9RB0jU4wK2WkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.etsy.com/listing/40957959/cloth-market-tote-large-reusable&ei=HjnxUZj-EIrQ8wSnooF4&psig=AFQjCNGa3_6mgfEToF7b-4cvfQUjLm7SJQ&ust=1374849636603776
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=photos+of+recyclable+thick+plastic+bags&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=HFlfzvWXRULyQM&tbnid=MqBzsJ39hjdb2M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.restaurantbags.com/stock.asp&ei=g1fxUcjrBo3i4APg9YCAAw&bvm=bv.49784469,d.dmg&psig=AFQjCNFLrhHirMf2LeL5NLaqL2xAFNv1SA&ust=1374857443138129

EXEMPT Thin-Film Plastic Bags

Dry Cleaning Newspaper Produce

Meat/Wet ltems Bulk

Dog Waste


http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=plastic bags for dry cleaning&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=OOiGD09RI_fTQM&tbnid=foCnCY8Bl3zA9M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/home_blog/2011/03/page/2/&ei=PELxUajKO4e69QTz9oFY&psig=AFQjCNErJsuiu9wA9GE_pu_2kmQGIqX0ug&ust=1374851944187103
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=photos+plastic+bags+for+newspaper+delivery&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=g68JDXmJu6NJiM&tbnid=QRrZnZKlf_R01M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://usefulgardens.blogspot.com/2012/10/the-impact-of-no-impact.html&ei=TUPxUb_1IZPS9QSDvoHACg&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEMKt0QamkHpf9xSZqqei5e2G9L0Q&ust=1374852290182609
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=photos plastic bags for produce&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=B98JNMVGDqnEBM&tbnid=HX9ckCKOxqSkxM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cl.tradeholding.com/default.cgi/action/viewproducts/productid/14552/productname/Plastic_Produce_Bags_Plastic_Roll_Bags/&ei=zkPxUdrnOpPA9gTk7YDgBg&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNGhnlB7W0-wl91Lg-IEgnGCX2WQPg&ust=1374852391068029
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=photos plastic bags for meat&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=fu246HcNjas9oM&tbnid=s9NpjOIAPScEeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.howtobeagermophobe.com/tag/meat/&ei=bETxUfugKob89QSYsIHQBw&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNHeiGDt1PoUi9QUjem8D1dcbzznLQ&ust=1374852566011009
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=photos plastic bags for bulk foods&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=xaDdYdI108oYPM&tbnid=42DolldM7OSxXM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.kwiklok.com/kwik-lok-bulk.php&ei=iknxUYa3MY3Q8wT8lYGwBQ&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEi7wWV9OIsO79r9msSzs8qfKYY3g&ust=1374852642911052
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=photos doog poop bags&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=DxecAzIBzLVsoM&tbnid=pbaOpzjsvhWs6M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://dogssuppliesonline.com/tag/waste/&ei=dFLxUbarM4W14APW_YHACA&bvm=bv.49784469,d.aWc&psig=AFQjCNEW9TZwWSIJC2C_vofD12X7CAQPYw&ust=1374856029751439

